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Much of our spare time these days is spent preparing for Christmas. Cleaning, 
decorating, baking, inviting, shopping, music practicing, service planning. . . We 
are preparing for the most wonderful celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ that we can. Jesus is the reason for the season. Those of us who know and 
love the Lord Jesus Christ have the greatest reason to rejoice and be merry. 

We are in the Advent season. Advent is the time of PREPARATION. Advent 
means "to come." We are preparing for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist's mission was to prepare the way for the Messiah. It took about 
thirty years of Nazarite training in the wilderness to prepare him for the 
assignment. His public ministry was about six months long and then he was 
imprisoned and beheaded. His ministry was short, but effective. Jesus called him 
the greatest man born of women. His methods were unusual. . .he went to a lonely 
wilderness region along the Jordan River and called people to repent of their sins, 
to be baptized and to prepare for the coming Messiah. 

John was a prophet, the last of the Old Testament prophets, some say. His food and 
clothes served as a living illustration of how little man really needs here below. . .a 
call to all who make food and drink, house and raiment their chief concern in 
life. . .a call to turn from such vanity. 

We too, like John the Baptist, are called to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Messiah. Jesus is coming back again. Jesus may be coming soon. We are Christ's 
ambassadors. We represent the Kingdom of Heaven. It is our job to prepare the 
nations of the world for Christ's return to rule and reign. We all called to prepare 
the way of the Lord. . .that is our joy. We are called to "sing out" the gospel of the 
kingdom of God to the world. We are called to let people know who Jesus is. We 
are called to help our communities prepare for Jesus' coming. 

• When Jesus comes will he find our hearts in order? 

• When Jesus comes will he find our homes pleasing to Him? 

• When Jesus comes will he find us at peace with one another? 

• When Jesus comes will he find our church about the Father's business? 
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• When Jesus comes will he find our schools and businesses prepared to 
joyfully welcome Him in? 

• When Jesus comes will He find our government and laws biblical and 
righteous? 

• When Jesus comes will he find the widows and orphans and elderly well 
cared for? 

• When Jesus comes will he find the people of our communities well 
instructed in the Word of God? 

• When Jesus comes will he find true faith? 

• I am certain that He will find much religion but will He find faith? 

• Will we receive Him joyfully? 

• Is the return of Jesus Christ our hope and our expectation? 
The advent hymns are so powerful: 

• Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear... 

• Come Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free... 

• Come, O Come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel... 

• Savior of the Nations come. . . 

• Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her King... 

We have much work to do to prepare the world for the return of Christ. We have 
mountains to move, valleys to fill. It is a supernatural assignment requiring 
supernatural power. God is ready to use us to prepare for the coming of His Son. 
Jesus is coming back to set up his heavenly kingdom on earth. . .to rule and reign 
forever and ever. 

Mark 1 : 1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. What is 
this gospel? It is the gospel of the Kingdom of God. Mark 1:15 The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the gospel. The 
kingdom of God is at hand! 

George Bush was elected to be president but Jesus wasn't elected. . .he was born a 
King. We choose our president but Jesus chooses the citizens of His kingdom. We 
make our own laws in the United States but King Jesus makes his own laws. . .His 
Word is eternal law. I pity the churches that are voting on whether or not they 
agree with the law of God. . .those who are changing the Bible to make it say what 
they want it to say. . .to agree with their sinful lifestyles. The King makes the rules. 
That is bad news for those who are enemies of the King Jesus but for those of us 
who are saved, it is good news. We are His ambassadors. An ambassador has all 
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his needs provided. . .food, clothing, education, transportation, housing. Jesus takes 
care of His faithful ambassadors. I stand in awe at the provision of the Lord. If 
people attack us they are attacking the Kingdom of Heaven. . .they are attacking the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I have watched the terrible consequences in the lives of people 
who attack faithful ministers. Touch not the Lord's anointed! 

No matter how messed up this world is, we who are followers of King Jesus have 
the calm assurance that the world is going just the way the prophets said it 
would. . .wars, diseases, famines, earthquakes, false prophets. . .these are all signs of 
great hope that the return of our Savior is near. People sense it, secular people 
sense it more than many church people. The kingdom of Heaven is near. The 
armies of heaven are assembled for the invasion of the earth. Christ may be sitting 
upon his great white horse, even as I am speaking. Only the veil of the heavens 
block us from seeing the awesome sight ourselves. 

Dear friends, if you are not right with God today you should be terrified. Jesus is 
coming back as your enemy. You will be swept away into eternal fire. Now is the 
time of grace. Now is the time to join the shepherds in Bethlehem. Now is the 
time to bow the knee to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. If you are not saved I 
would not even leave this building today without getting right with God. Your 
eternal destiny depends upon it. 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Receive him today. Prepare your heart and home 
by repenting of all known sin and casting your soul upon His mercy. He will come 
and save you and fill you with His Holy Spirit. 

Mark 1 :2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "BEHOLD, I SEND MY 
MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY; 

The Old Testament prophets clearly testify to the first and second coming of Jesus. 
Malachi and Isaiah predicted the ministry of John the Baptist. The message of 
John the Baptist is just as important today as it was 2,000 years ago. Luke 3 has 
more detail: "...The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God. 

Paths straightened, valleys filled, mountains brought low, rough roads made 
smooth, all flesh seeing God's salvation. This is supernatural transformation. 
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You may say that the obstacles in your life are too great to deal with. You may be 
filled with fear, anger, worry, you may be addicted to drugs or alcohol, you may be 
a liar or a cheater or a gossip filled with envy and greed. Your body may be ill 
your mind may be sick. You may be possessed by demons. Your marriage or 
family may be a mess. You may be tempted to say that it is no use to try to change. 

All God wants you to do is repent... He will do the rest. He will move the 
mountains. Our part is to agree with John the Baptist. That is the word for 
confessing our sins in the Greek. . .it is homologia. . .the same word. It is agreeing 
with God that we are sinners, with sorrow for our sin, with terrors in our 
conscience for our sin, crying out for mercy. It is admitting that we are helpless to 
change ourselves and that we need the blood of Jesus to forgive us and the power 
of the Holy Spirit to change and heal us. Open the door and Jesus will come in and 
break the power of sin in your life. 

Isn't that good news? Jesus forgives sin, Jesus heals diseases, Jesus transforms 
lives, Jesus rebuilds relationships. . Jesus is Lord over all. When Jesus is our 
ruling life, all the powers of evil are under our feet. He is the head, He is on top, 
He is reigning over all things. Jesus is able to transform your life if you will agree 
with Him today and repent. He will give you a new heart and heal you. 

Through the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness we reign with Christ. 

Mark 1 :7&8 And he was preaching, and saying, "After me One is coming who is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 
I baptize you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. " 

Imagine for a moment what it would be like to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 
walk in that fullness day by day. Free from worry, free from fear, confident in 
God, living in His presence moment by moment. Imagine being so in tune with 
God that you hear His voice and walk step by step in His paths. When He says go 
right you move right. He says stop and you stop. Imagine the freedom that it 
would be to walk with God like a friend. Moses walked with God as a friend of 
God. Moses knew the ways of God. This is the fullness that Christ has for us. 

We wake up with God. We feed on His Word. We receive wisdom, knowledge, 
direction and insights for each day. He shares His intimate secrets with us. He 
trusts us because we are His friend. This is the abundant life. 
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We refuse to be conformed to the ways of the world. We have a renewed mind. 
Peace reigns in our heart, every day. Every day we expect His divine direction, 
open doors that no man can close. He closes doors for us that no man can open. 
He makes a door where there is a wall. He is a way maker. You marvel at the end 
of every day how God walked with you that day. You recount divine opportunities 
to make a difference. . .every day. Every night you lay down on your pillow, happy 
because you know it has been a good day in the kingdom. 

The Kingdom of God is here, right now. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. The kingdom of God comes right now through us, the 
Ambassadors of Christ. We are preparing the way for the King to come to this 
earth. 

Abandon the shallow existence that you have allowed the devil to trap you in. 
Reach into your pocket and find the keys of the kingdom. Open the door of your 
prison cell and get back to where you belong. . .your throne in heaven, ruling and 
reigning with Christ in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 1 : 1 8ff. / pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that 
you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe... Christ is seated at God's right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all 
things in subjection under His feet... he has raised us up with Jesus and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places... for we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 
them. 

The king is coming. Prepare the way. Lay hold of the peace, power and joy you 
have in Christ. Speak to the mountains and see them move. Speak to the valleys 
and see them filled. Speak to the rough roads and see them become smooth. 
Prepare the way for the King of Glory to come in and he will. 

• Prepare your heart and He will fill it 

• Prepare your home and he will eat at your table 

• Prepare your body and he will heal it 

• Prepare your community and He will govern it 
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I am not satisfied with bodies in the pews. I want to see the ones who are here 
transformed. My assignment is to see Mineral Point become a city that is so 
prepared for Jesus to come that God baptizes us in the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus is coming soon. Turn from your sinful ways. Plead the blood of Calvary 
over your sinful heart. Receive forgiveness, receive salvation, let your water 
baptism be the place where the old life is drowned daily and then arise by faith to a 
new life where Jesus will baptize you with His Holy Spirit and fire and all the 
world will be amazed and give glory to God. Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

I close with two verses from a song in the Alfred Burt Christmas collection: 

We '11 dress the house with holly bright and sprigs of mistletoe, We '11 trim the 
Christmas Tree tonight and set the lights aglow. We '11 wrap our gifts with ribbons 
gay and give them out on Christmas Day by everything we do and say our gladness 
we will show. 

And ye who would the Christ Child greet your heart also adorn. That it may be a 
dwelling meet for Him who now is born. Let all unlovely things give place to souls 
bedecked with heavenly grace. That we may view His Holy face with joy on 
Christmas morn. 

Amen 

Let's pray... 
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